Enforcing Contracts– what does it measure?
Two domestic companies – Seller and Buyer – conclude a contract for the sale of some custom-made goods. Further to such contract, Seller agrees to sell to
Buyer, and Buyer agrees to buy from Seller, custom-made furniture. Upon delivery of the goods, Buyer alleges that the goods are of inadequate quality, and
refuses to pay. Seller insists that the goods are of adequate quality and demands payment of the contract price. Since the goods were custom-made for Buyer,
Seller cannot sell them to a third party. Following Buyer’s refusal to pay, Seller sues Buyer. The court decides 100% in favor of Seller, and orders Buyer to pay the
contract price.

1. Both Seller and Buyer are domestic companies, located in Vientiane.
2. Seller sues Buyer to recover the amount due under the contract. The value of the claim is: LAK 42,531,030.
3. The court deciding the case is located in Vientiane and is the first instance court with jurisdiction over commercial claims of LAK 42,531,030.
4. Seller fears that Buyer may dissipate assets, move assets out of the jurisdiction or become insolvent. Therefore, if such a procedure is allowed before the
competent court, Seller requests and obtains attachment of Buyer’s movable assets (for example, office equipment) prior to obtaining a judgment.
5. Buyer opposes the claim, which is then disputed on the merits. An opinion on the quality of the goods delivered by Seller is required and is given by an expert
during the court proceedings:
a. If it is standard practice in your country for Seller and Buyer to call their own expert witnesses, then each party calls one expert witness to provide an opinion
on the quality of the goods delivered by Seller.

b. If it is standard practice in your country for the judge to appoint an independent expert to provide an opinion on the quality of the goods delivered by Seller,
then the judge does so. It is assumed that no opposing expert testimony is provided.
6. Judgment is 100% in favor of Seller. Buyer is required to pay the agreed contract price to Seller. Buyer does not appeal the judgment.
8. Seller starts enforcing the judgment when the period allocated by law for appeal expires. It is assumed that Buyer has no money in his bank accounts but has
sufficient movable assets to fulfill the full debt. As a result, Buyer’s movable assets (for example, office equipment) are attached and stored in preparation for a
public sale.
9. A public sale is organized, advertised and held to sell Buyer’s movable assets. The assets are sold and the value of the claim is entirely recovered by Seller.

Enforcing Contracts– what does it measure?
Quality of judicial processes index (3.5-18)
Court structure and
proceedings (1-5)

1. Is there a court or division of a court dedicated
solely to hearing commercial cases?

No

2. Small claims court

0.0

0.0

2.a. Is there a small claims court or a fast-track
procedure for small claims?

No

2.b. If yes, is self-representation allowed?

n.a.

3. Is pretrial attachment available?

Yes

1.0

4. Are new cases assigned randomly to judges?

No

0.0

5. Does a woman's testimony carry the same
evidentiary weight in court as a man’s? (-1)

Yes

0.0

Enforcing Contracts– what does it measure?

Quality of judicial processes index (3.5-18) continued
Case management
(0-6) continued

4. Is a pretrial conference among the case management techniques used before the
competent court?

No

0.0

5. Are there any electronic case management tools in place within the competent court
for use by judges?

No

0.0

6. Are there any electronic case management tools in place within the competent court
for use by lawyers?

No

0.0

Enforcing Contracts– what does it measure?
Quality of judicial processes index (3.5-18) continued
Court automation
(0-4)

1. Can the initial complaint be filed electronically through a dedicated platform within
the competent court?

No

0.0

2. Is it possible to carry out service of process electronically for claims filed before the
competent court?

No

0.0

3. Can court fees be paid electronically within the competent court?

No

0.0

4. Publication of judgments

0.0

4.a Are judgments rendered in commercial cases at all levels made available to the
general public through publication in official gazettes, in newspapers or on the internet
or court website?

No

4.b. Are judgments rendered in commercial cases at the appellate and supreme court
level made available to the general public through publication in official gazettes, in
newspapers or on the internet or court website?

No

Enforcing Contracts– what does it measure?
Quality of judicial processes index (3.5-18) continued
Alternative dispute
resolution (2.5-3)

1. Arbitration

1.5

1.a. Is domestic commercial arbitration governed by a consolidated law or consolidated
chapter or section of the applicable code of civil procedure encompassing substantially
all its aspects?

Yes

1.b. Are there any commercial disputes—aside from those that deal with public order
or public policy—that cannot be submitted to arbitration?

No

1.c. Are valid arbitration clauses or agreements usually enforced by the courts?

Yes

2. Mediation/Conciliation

1.0

2.a. Is voluntary mediation or conciliation available?

Yes

2.b. Are mediation, conciliation or both governed by a consolidated law or consolidated
chapter or section of the applicable code of civil procedure encompassing substantially
all their aspects?

Yes

2.c. Are there financial incentives for parties to attempt mediation or conciliation (i.e.,
if mediation or conciliation is successful, a refund of court filing fees, income tax credits
or the like)?

No

ຂອບໃຈ
Thank you!

